
Aztec and Inca guided reading 

Directions:  Use the reading to answer the following questions in complete sentences 

AZTECS 

1. In which modern country did the Aztecs rule a large and powerful Empire? 

2. Which centuries did the Aztecs rule? 

3. What was the capital city of the Aztecs? 

4. What was the population of the capital city of the Aztecs? 

5. What was unique about the site of the capital city? 

6. What was the title of the leader of the Aztecs? 

7. How did most people make their living and what types of homes did they have? 

8. Describe the marketplace and why it was important. 

9. Instead of money what did the Aztecs use?  What type of economic system might this describe? 

10. How did the Aztecs communicate and for what reasons? 

11. Were the Aztec monotheistic or polytheistic?  Give evidence to support your answer. 

12. What was a big part of the Aztec religion? 

13. When was Tenochtitlan founded? 

14. When was the Aztec empire at the height of its power? 

15. Who was the Emperor of the Aztecs when the Spanish landed in Mexico in 1519? 

16. How long did it take for the Spanish to conquer the Aztec empire? 

17. How did the Aztec leave a lasting mark on Mexican culture? 

 

INCAS 

18. What accomplishments did the Inca achieve during their time? 

19. How long did the Incan empire last? 

20. Who fought and destroyed the Incan empire? 

21. What job did most Inca have? 

22. Describe the clothes of the Inca. 

23. There were two different types of homes for the Inca.  Describe them both. 

24. What is unique about the Incan’s writing and money sytem? 

25. How did the Inca communicate? 

26. How was life for nobles and servants? 

27. What animal did the Inca find useful for carrying heavy loads? 

28. How was religion important to the Inca? 

29. Which modern country makes up the Inca homeland? 

30. When did the Inca begin to spread out? 

31. Which century did the Inca empire begin? 

32. What modern countries did the Inca empire grow into? 

33. What was the reason the Spanish defeated the Inca? (Does this relate to location, climate, or 

natural resources?) 

34. How does the Incan culture survive today after the Incans were defeated by the Spanish? 


