Body Biography Project
Students will be assigned to a small group and given a true story to read. While reading the story, each member will take notes in order to analyze the protagonist’s conflict, motivations, personality traits, and emotions. Students will then create a written and visual portrait of the character. 
Part I: Visual Portrait (ELA8R1)

1. One student will lie down on a large sheet of white butcher paper while the other three draw an outline of that student’s body. The body outline represents the actual protagonist of the story.

2. Inside and all around the character, your group will place symbols, quotes, imagery, and examples from the story that represent the character’s personality traits, background information, physical traits, emotions, and motivations. IN ADDITION to the items discussed below in the writing directions, you must include the six items listed here:

a. SIMILE              c. HYPERBOLE                   e. ONOMATOPOEIA
b. METAPHOR     d. PERSONIFICATION       f. ALLITERATION 


*Either find examples from the piece of writing or create your own.

Part II: Response to Literature (ELA8W2)
Writing Directions: For each paragraph, be sure to use a topic sentence that engages the reader and a closing sentence that provides closure or transitions to the next body paragraph.
Paragraph 1: (Visual Symbols will be placed on the Body Biography) Demonstrate an understanding of the literary work by creating at least three symbols that represent significant personality traits or important things in the protagonist’s life. For example, you might use a light bulb to show how the character was intelligent. Support your judgment of the relationship between this symbol and the character by explaining why you selected it (use evidence from the text) and why you have placed each symbol in your chosen location on the Body Biography. 
Paragraph 2: (Quotations will be placed on the Body Biography) Interpret what the protagonist’s main conflict was and how he or she sought to resolve it by choosing at least three quotations from the novel. These do not have to be things the character actually says but could be part of the narration or what another character says about him/her. These quotations will be placed in the Body Biography in a significant place. In your paragraph, write the exact sentences from the book, explain what each quotation reveals about the character’s conflict or its resolution, and explain where you placed the quote on the drawing and why.
Paragraph 3: (Symbolic Colors & Imagery) On the Body Biography you will add hair, clothing, a face, and any other decoration that you think applies to the character. The color and images you choose to apply should relate to the author’s tone and the story’s mood. Choose at least three colors and or images and reflect on why you chose these and how they reveal the tone and mood of the story.
Paragraph 4: (Author’s Purpose & Theme) Somewhere on the Body Biography, use examples from the text that reveal the author’s purpose for writing this story and the general theme of the story. In your paragraph, explain how the examples you chose reveal the author’s purpose. Also, after explaining the theme, evaluate how it compares to themes in other pieces of literature you have read. 
