Closing Paragraph Review

1. What are the three goals of a closing paragraph?

2. What is one thing you should never do in a closing paragraph?

3. What is an overused transition you should never use in a closing paragraph?

4. Explain why sample one and sample two below are ineffective closing paragraphs.

#1

In conclusion, you just read how I changed from sixth to eighth grade. There were lots of changes. That’s why I’m different now. Did you change in middle school?

#2

Ultimately, everyone goes through disappointments in life. There are ups and downs, but strong people learn from them just like when I learned there’s not really a Santa Claus or when I broke my arm and couldn’t go swimming all summer. Those two I already explained to you, but I just remembered another time I was disappointed about not getting into a class I really wanted, and I had to take art instead. It turns out that a new girl transferred to our school and got that art class, too. She and I are best friends now, so that is an example of how a disappointment can turn into something good. I hope you liked my paper.
Directions: Read these three sample essays. Assume that the appropriate details have been added. Write an effective closing for each essay using the “If/then” strategy to provide closure.

Sample Essay #1

“Why do you always get in trouble?” my little sister asked me as she bounced on my bed.

“I don’t know. It could be because I don’t have an older sister to help me learn from her mistakes. Now get out of my room, you little pest,” I scream at her.


Getting in trouble is not fun, and I hope my little sister doesn’t make some of the choices I have made. That’s why I’ve thought of three pieces of important advice I want to give her.


The first piece of advice is to always be yourself. This means not giving into peer pressure. For example…

In fact… 

Because…

Additionally…


Oh, another piece of extremely important advice I want her to know is to pick your friends carefully. If you don’t, they can cause you to make very dangerous choices. An example of this is…

This is important to know because…

Since…

Finally…


I’ve saved the most important piece of advice for last. Always do your homework and study hard. If you don’t do this…

For instance…

In fact…

Also…


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Essay #2

Webster’s dictionary defines graffiti as markings, drawings, or spray paintings on sidewalks or walls. Some people think graffiti is art, but if it is put somewhere without permission, it is a crime. Our school has become a target for this time of crime, and the school board wants to solve this problem. There are several ways they could do this.


One idea is to increase security at the school. This would help because…

In fact…

An example of increased security is…

Another example is…

Because of this…


In addition to increasing security, the school board could start more art classes at our school. The reason this solution would work is because…
Since…

For example…

Because…

In fact…


Once the extra art classes were started, the school could pick a place in school where students would be invited to create graffiti. By doing this…

In fact…

An example of this is…

For instance…

Since…


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample #3


Imagine a world where nothing ever changed. People would still be living in caves instead of houses or apartments. They would be chasing their dinner across a field trying to shoot it with an arrow instead of pulling up to a drive-thru and ordering a Happy Meal to go.

They would also be sitting around a fire grunting at each other rather than watching informative and entertaining shows on television. I’m glad the world changes, and I’m especially glad the television was invented because it has had several impacts on my life.


One of those impacts is the area of entertainment. For example…

In fact…

Because…

Additionally…


Another equally as important impact is television can be extremely informative. For instance…

In addition…

Since…

Therefore…

Besides being informative, the television itself can now be used as a communication tool. An example of this is when…

This means…

Because…

Also…


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: After reading Sample #1 and Sample #2, fill in the blanks for summary sentence and the “If/then” sentence. Underline the transition word used to signal the essay is coming to an end. 

Ultimately, giving advice to someone is a very important thing to do. That advice could include _________________________________, __________________________________, and ______________________________. If the person takes this advice, then ________________________________
______________________________________________.


Obviously, graffiti can be a bad problem to have; however, there are several ways it can be solved. For instance a school could _________________________ or 

______________________________________________. If the school board takes these steps, then ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Now, follow the models above to write your own closing for sample #3.
