Compare and Contrast Article Outline

I. Introduction (3-5 sentences)


A. Engaging lead:______________________________________________________________________________

B. What will be compared and contrasted? ________________________________________________________

C. Why will they be compared (what is the purpose of your article)? ___________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Body of Paper (2-3 paragraphs)


A. Similarities between subjects (can be more than one paragraph)

1. First point (use transition word): _____________________________________________________________________________________



i. Specific detail, example, or illustration to support your first point:






______________________________________________________________________________




ii. Why is “i” important?




______________________________________________________________________________

2. Second point (use transition word): _____________________________________________________________________________________




i. Specific detail, example, or illustration to support your second point:




______________________________________________________________________________




ii. Why is “i” important? 




_____________________________________________________________________________

B. Differences between subjects (can be more than one paragraph)

1. First point (use transition word—on the other hand, on the contrary, in contrast, nevertheless, however): ____________________________________________________________________________________




i. Specific detail, example, or illustration to support your first point:

_____________________________________________________________________________




ii. Why is “i” important? 




_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Second point (use transition word):
___________________________________________________________________________________

i. Specific detail, example, or illustration to support your second point:

______________________________________________________________________________




ii. Why is “i” important? 




______________________________________________________________________________
III. Conclusion (4-6 sentences)
A. Reiteration of what was being compared and why (use closing transition): ___________________________________________________________________________________________


B. Summarize the MAIN similarity:________________________________________________________________

              C. Summarize the MAIN difference:_______________________________________________________________


D. An important final observation about the topic: __________________________________________________

