IDENTIFYING THE ISSUE/TOPIC
Directions: For each prompt below, write down what the prompt is asking you to specifically write about (meaning, what is the issue or purpose of your paper?) 

1. Imagine that you could give advice to someone—it could be someone you know personally, a historical figure, or a famous person living today. Write an essay that identifies the person and the advice you would give. 

2. A wealthy donor plans to build a new facility that will benefit young people into your area. It could be a swimming pool, a theater, a skateboard park, an art school, or any other facility that would provide young people with constructive ways to spend their time. The donor is not sure what kind of facility would be most useful. Write a letter to the donor in which you identify the type of facility you would like to have built, and persuade her that it is the best choice. Be sure to support your opinion with convincing reasons and evidence.  

3. The amount of graffiti has greatly increased at your school. The members of the school board must find ways to stop the graffiti. Write a composition in which you fully explain the solution the school board could use to solve this problem.  

4. Write an essay explaining how you have changed over the course of your three years in middle school. Discuss similarities and differences between areas such as your personality, academics, level of maturity, peer relationships, behavior choices, or any other topics you believe are important. 
5. Your principal wants to invite a celebrity speaker to your school. Think about the celebrity you would choose to have speak; then, write a letter to persuade your principal to invite this person. Be sure to include convincing reasons and details to support your choice.  

6. Your principal has asked students to suggest a school rule that should be changed. Think of one rule that you would like to have changed. Write a letter convincing your principal that this rule should be changed. Be sure to support your opinion with convincing reasons and evidence.  

7. Through the years new inventions have changed the way we live. Think about one invention that has had an impact on the way you live. Now write to explain to your teacher how this invention has changed your life.  
8. There are both positive and negative aspects about playing on a team, such as the school soccer team or the school volleyball team. Write a composition for your teacher in which you explain both what is positive and what is negative about playing on a school team. Be sure to explain each point fully.  

9. Suppose Congress wants to make a new national holiday honoring an important person or event. Choose a person or event you would like to honor. Write an essay to convince members of Congress to accept your choice.  

10. In an essay, explain how disappointments in life can have a positive impact on someone.  

