Newspaper Project Expectations
EXPLANATION: 

During the course of this project, you are going to become an expert reporter for the Atlanta Journal Constitution.  You will choose your own topic to explore, write about, and share in either a newspaper format or a magazine format. Your topic MUST be approved by the teacher before you begin. 

Think about what interests you and what demonstrates your expertise (what you know a lot about).  Also, think about what you need to do to write a successful article: things such as writing an engaging lead, including relevant and specific details, maintaining the audience’s interest, spelling correctly, paying attention to proper grammar, and effective formatting. 
PURPOSE:

To expose students to several types of informational texts so they may practice the creation of these texts as well as find a particular style of expository writing that works best for them. 

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS:

Students will work independently or with a partner to create a themed newspaper or magazine, which must include the following:
1. A Title  (Dean Travel Log)

2. One “How To” article that fully describes and explains how to perform a certain skill or task (Example: “How to Pack a Suitcase”)

3. One informational article presented in Compare/Contrast form (Example: “Traveling in the US vs. Traveling in Europe”)

4. One Cause and Effect article (Example:  “The Results of a Well-planned Vacation: Fun Times for All”)

5. Artistic Elements (See below: Must choose 3 of the 6)
TO BE SUBMITTED FOR GRADING:

1. Each of the three articles will have an outline, rough draft, and hand-written final draft to be turned in as classwork grades. 
2. The Final Product will be assessed as a project/test grade. CHOOSE ONE of the following ways to put your project together:
a. Students will create a publication using Publisher or Microsoft Word.
b. Students will create a poster board or booklet publication with typed articles and artistic elements attached.
Artistic Elements

Option 1:
Write an original piece of poetry that relates to your topic (Sample Resources ~ From Reader’s Journey) 

“Slam, Dunk, and Hook” page 340

“The Eagle” page 342

“The New Colossus” page 351

“Forsythia” page 352

Option 2: Conduct an interview with a real person relating to your topic of choice OR create a fictional interview with a person who
relates to your topic. Minimum of ten interview questions with answers.
Option 3: Write a mini-biography based on a real person relating to your topic of choice. Minimum of two paragraphs with picture 
and caption. (Sample Resource ~ From Reader’s Journey “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” page 260)
Option 4: Book or Movie Review relating to your topic of choice

Option 5: Write lyrics to an original song related to your topic of choice

Option 6: Original artwork or photographs relating to newspaper articles and/or overall topic of choice

DUE DATE: February 17, 2012
                       LATE WORK POLICY: One day late = 50% 
Student signature:_________________________________________________________________
Parent signature:__________________________________________________________________
