
TWO FORMS OF 

DEMOCRACY 

Presidential vs 

Parliamentary 



DEMOCRACY 
• The role of government is to make laws, 

execute laws and adjudicate laws(settle 
legal issues in court). 

 

• These are handled by three branches of 
government. 

• Legislative 

• Executive 

• Judicial 
 



PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM 
• President is head of executive branch. 

 

• Largely independent of Congress – the legislative 

branch. 

 

• Selects Cabinet members who are not members 

of Congress to help run the government. 

 

• Has the power to decide whether to sign a bill 

passed by Congress into law or veto it. 

 

• The president remains in power even if the 

president’s political party does not hold majority 

of seats in Congress. 

 

• United States, Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina all 

have a Presidential system. 

 



PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 

 Executive branch is not as independent of 

legislative  branch as in the presidential system. 

 

 Legislature (Parliament) is most powerful branch. 

 

 Prime Minister  is the leader of the national 

government and is a member of Parliament. 

 

 PM chooses cabinet members who are members of 

Parliament. 

 

 Australia, Jamaica, and the United Kingdom have a 

Parliamentary system. 

 



How it  works 
 Prime minister and cabinet members of 

parliamentary can only remain in power as 

long as they maintain the support of the 

legislature. 

 

 If PM loses support in Parliament, a new 

general election is required to select new 

leaders. 

 

 All citizens vote. 



Quick Check 
1. Prime Minister  is the leader of the national government and 

is a member of legislative branch. 

 

2. The head of the executive branch is largely independent of 
the legislative branch.  

 

3. Head of executive branch chooses cabinet members who 
are members of legislative branch. 

 

4. The executive remains in power even if their political party 
does not hold majority of seats in the legislative branch. 

 

5. Head of executive branch and cabinet members can only 
remain in power as long as they maintain the support of the 
legislature. 

 

6. Selects  members who are not members of the legislative 
branch to help run the government. 

 

 

 

 

 


