
Eugene 
Talmadge 

 Eugene Talmadge was one of Georgia's most charismatic [interesting] and 

controversial [argument causing] politicians. He lived from 1884 to 1946 and 

spent 20 of those years in service to the government of Georgia. Though 

extremely popular in Georgia, historians debate whether his policies as 

governor did more harm than good for a state ravaged by the Depression. 

Talmadge and the New Deal 

Roosevelt's new federal [National Government] programs required the cooperation of state governments and 

were, therefore, slowed considerably by Eugene Talmadge, elected governor of Georgia in 1932. Having earned 

the trust of farmers as state agriculture commissioner and his claim to be "a real dirt farmer" himself, Talmadge 

consciously courted [tried to win over] rural voters through lively political rallies in the state's small towns and 

countryside. His white-supremacist, pro-evangelical [religious], and anti-corporate tirades [rants] had great 

grassroots [working class] appeal and earned him the long-term loyalty of his largely rural constituency [voters]. 

In Talmadge, the New Deal found one of its most vigorous [strong] opponents. "Despite his popularity with the 

rural people, Talmadge had little insight into the problems facing Georgia farmers," historian William F. Holmes 

writes. "He believed that by hard work and thrift [being careful with how you spend money] alone a person 

could master his own fate; he opposed programs calling for greater government spending and economic 

regulation [control]. Such views, especially during the Great Depression, ignored the plight of tenant farmers as 

well as many landowners." 

 

Talmadge’s Early Career: 

Talmadge began his career as commissioner [government worker in charge] of agriculture. He supported an 

economic [money-based] policy that benefited farmers. He was very popular with farmers and people in rural 

areas [areas away from cities]. Conflicts about government money caused Talmadge trouble during his time as 

commissioner. He was accused [charged with a crime] of plotting to illegally raise the price of hogs. He was 

also accused of using government money to take his family to the Kentucky Derby. The Georgia legislature 

[government] talked of impeaching [removing an elected official from office] him. Others threatened to sue 

him for misspending funds [money]. In the end, none of the charges against him were pursued [chased after]. 

He was elected to three terms as commissioner of agriculture before being elected governor in 1932. 

 

 



Talmadge: The Governor: 

During Talmadge's first two terms, he proved to be a strong governor. To fulfill [satisfy] his campaign promise 

to lower the price of automobile registration tags, he invoked [issued or used] an executive order. An 

executive order is an act by a governor or president that does not have to be approved by the legislature. The 

state legislature had voted not to lower the tag's price. Talmadge overruled their decision with his executive 

order. When the Public Service Commission refused to lower the price of utilities, Talmadge fired them, 

although they were elected by the public and Governors can’t fire officials that are elected. He then appointed 

[selected] new people to the commission who would lower prices. 

 

Talmadge was also an outspoken critic of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He especially did not agree with 

Roosevelt's New Deal programs. Talmadge did what he could to keep New Deal programs out of Georgia. He 

used the federal funds to build highways more often than to help the unemployed. 

 
 
 

1. How did he serve Georgia government? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. What was his early career like? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. What did he think of the New Deal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


