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Oceanography Test Study Guide 
 

Use the words below to answer 1-5.                                                   continental 

slope  mid-ocean ridge 

abyssal plain volcanic island salinity  

 

1.  The region of the ocean floor that is at the edge of the continental shelf where the 

ocean floor drops off ______________________ 

2.   _________________is a measure of the amount of dissolved salts in a liquid. 

3.  The ______________________ is the broad, flat part of the deep-ocean basin. 

4.  Mountains that form which reach above the ocean surface ________________ 

5.  Mountain ranges that form when the ocean floor pulls apart _______________ 

 

 _____  6. The largest ocean is the 

 a. Indian Ocean. c. Atlantic Ocean. 

 b. Pacific Ocean. d. Arctic Ocean. 

*Make sure to study the quiz you took recently to know the locations of the 

major oceans! 

 

 _____  7. Which of these is the main factor that controls surface currents? 

 a. density c. evaporation 

 b. wind d. earthquakes 

 

 8. Name a cold surface current:  __________________  How does this current 

influence the climate on the areas by which it flows? 

____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  Name a warm surface current:  ________________  How does this current 

influence the climate of the areas by which it flows? 

____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Two towns are located at the same higher latitude which you might assume would 

make them both have a colder climate.  However, one town is on the coast and a 

warm water current flows near it.  The other town is not on the coast.  It is in the 

middle of a continent.  How does the warm water current affect the coastal town’s 

climate? 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  
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11. Describe the factors that form deep currents. 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 

Match the letters on the diagram below with their correct feature: 

___ 12.  abyssal plain 

___ 13. continental slope 

___ 14. continental shelf 

___ 15. seamount 

___ 16. volcanic island 

___ 17. mid-ocean ridge  

___ 18. trench 

 

 

 

 

19. What causes waves?  ___________________________________ 

20.  What three things influence the height of a wave? _________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 

21.  What causes a tsunami? 

_______________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________  

 

22.  Where does the salt in the oceans come from?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

23.  Why does a golf ball float in saltwater but sink in fresh?  ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

24.  Draw a wave with two crests and troughs. Label those two parts of a wave. Also 

label the wavelength and wave height. 
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