
World War II and Post-World War II Georgia         Name: _______________________ 
 

 Explain how each event of World War II impacted Georgia 
 
 
 

American 
Involvement 

 
 

 
Pearl Harbor- December 7, 1941, the Japanese attack the U.S. Naval Base in Hawaii in an effort to 
keep the United States from preventing Japan from expanding its Empire in the Pacific Ocean.  
President Franklin D. Roosevelt calls it a “day that will live in infamy” as he asks Congress to declare 
war on Japan and Germany. 
 
Lend-Lease Act- Law passed by Congress before the attack on Pearl Harbor that allowed the U.S. to 
“lend” military supplies to Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union (Russia) to help them fight 
against Nazi Germany while the United States stayed neutral. 
 

 
 

Georgia’s 
Contributions 

 
Bell Aircraft- Aircraft factory built in Marietta, GA that produced over 600 bomber aircraft during 
the war.  The factory hires about 28,000 Georgians, most of which are women. 
 
Military Bases- 15 military bases are either reactivated or built to train troops as they prepared for 
fighting either in Europe of the Pacific. 
 
Savannah and Brunswick Shipyards- Both shipyards built “liberty ships”, which transported both 
men and supplies to Europe.  The two shipyards employee about 16,000 Georgians. 
 

 

Explain how each of the political leaders impacted Georgia during World War II 
Carl Vinson- U.S. Representative Richard Russell, Jr.- U.S. Senator 

 
 “Father of the Two Ocean Navy” 
 Increase the number of naval airplanes and 

ships 
 Created 20 new airbases. 
 Paid to train 16,000 military Navy pilots 
 Paid to build of naval facilities/bases 

 

 
 Created over 15 military bases in Georgia 
 Served on the Armed Services and Appropriations 

Committees 
 
 
 

 

Describe how each of the following Mayors impacted the growth of Atlanta 
William B. Hartsfield Ivan Allen, Jr. 

 
 Was a champion and pioneer of advancements in 

transportation throughout his career 
 In 1925, he helped purchase the racetrack that 

became Atlanta's first airport. It was named 
Hartsfield International Airport in 1971.  

 He directed the building of Atlanta’s expressway 
system. 

 Was mayor of Atlanta from the 1930s to the 1960s 
 “The city too busy to hate” = Pro-Civil Rights 

 
 Became mayor after Hartsfield, and served from 1962 

– 1970. 
 Took down “colored” signs in city hall and 

desegregated the cafeteria on his first day as Mayor. 
 Expanded the highway system and early supporter of 

M.A.R.T.A. 
 Brought in Atlanta's three major professional sports 

franchises: the Braves (baseball), the Hawks 
(basketball), & the Falcons (football). 

 



World War II and Post-World War II Georgia         Name: _______________________ 
 

Name the professional sports teams in Atlanta 
 
Baseball- Atlanta Braves, moved from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in 1966.  The Braves were the first 
professional sports team in the entire southeast. 
 
 
 
Football- Atlanta Falcons, created as a new expansion 
team in 1966. 
 
 
 
Basketball- Atlanta Hawks, moved from St. Louis in 
1968. 
 
 
 

How did the sports teams help Atlanta grow? 
 
The addition of professional sports teams put Atlanta on 
the same economic level as other major cities like New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, etc.  The sports teams drew 
tourists and visitors from throughout the southeastern 
United States.  Atlanta teams had their games shown on 
television throughout the South. 
 
 

 

Short Response:  Summarize how the end of the white primary led to the governor’s election of 1946.  Be sure to 
identify the following: 

1. Who was initially elected Governor?  

Initially, Eugene Talmadge, from the New Deal Era, was elected for his fourth term. However, he died before 
taking office 

2. ALL of the individuals that claimed to be Georgia’s governor.  

Herman Talmadge, Melvin Thompson, and Ellis Arnall all claimed to be governor. 

3. Who did the Georgia Supreme Court declare governor? 

The Georgia Supreme Court ruled that Lieutenant Governor Melvin Thompson was the rightful governor. 

4. Who won the special election?  

In a special election In 1948 Herman Talmadge closely defeated Melvin Thompson 

 
 


