
Georgia’s Changing Agriculture
Technology



Colonization Antebellum/
Civil War

20th Century Present Day

Agricultural  
Products

• Wine
• Rice
• Indigo
• Silk
• Tobacco

• Cotton • Tobacco
• Peanuts
• Cash Crops

• Watermelon
• Broilers
• Peaches
• Pecans
• Vidalia Onion
• Blueberries
• Olive Oil

Reason for  
Change

• Climate was not  
conducive to  
grow some  
products

• Demand for
products

• Demand  
increased

• Cotton Gin
• Grew cash

crops

• Boll Weevil
• AAA
• Northern  

industrialization
• Great Migration
• Great

• Mechanization

changed Depression
• Drought
• WW2 created

industrial jobs
• Population

shifted to urban
areas



1. List ways agriculture has shifted  
since World War II.

• Population left rural areas
• Fewer Farm workers
• Sharecropping decreased
• Fewer African Americans in farming
• Product diversity
• Mechanized



2. What caused the demand for  
cotton to decrease?

• Demand fell due to man-made fibers such as Rayon  
and polyester.

• Increased again in 1980s and 1990s, but still less than  
10% of the money made from farming.



3. How does the invention and use  
of mechanized farm equipment

impact individual farmers?

• Money spent on equipment increased.
• Machinery became a necessity to compete with other  

farmers.



4. What are Georgia’s major crops  
today? How have they changed and

why?
• Corn
• Cabbage
• Tomatoes
• Squash
• Peas
• Greens
• Watermelon
• Peaches
• Apples
• Pecans

• Improvement of  
roads

• Development of  
refrigeration



5. What types of livestock does the  
state of Georgia produce?

• Beef
• Hogs
• Dairy cows
• Broilers



6. How has technology changed it  
over time?

• The number of farms have gone down, but the  
production has increased.

• Pasteurization laws
• Agribusinesses have developed

• (packaging and processing livestock)



7. How has the laborers in the  
livestock industry changed?

• Before the war, laborers consisted mostly of rural white  
females, and now it has transitioned to immigrants  
from Mexico and other Latin American countries.



Diversity in Farming

• In livestock today, Georgia:
• Leads the nation in broilers (small chickens) and  

value of egg production
• On an average day

• produces 23 million pounds of chicken
• Farmers also raise beef cattle, dairy cattle and swine



Diversity in Farming

• Georgia Agriculture Stats:
• 1 out of 7 Georgians work in agriculture,

forestry or a related position
• Contributes more than $57 billion
• Georgia ranks first in the US in production of:

• Peanuts
• Pecans
• Rye
• Eggs
• Broilers



Diversity in Farming
• In crops today, Georgia:

• Produces almost half of the peanuts produced in the US each  
year

• Ranks third in US peach production behind California and  
South Carolina
• In 2001, Georgia produced 140 million pounds and brought  

in $35 million
• Georgia’s top 5 vegetables are onions, watermelon, tomatoes,  

sweet corn and bell peppers
• Georgia is in the top 5 of blueberry producing states


