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Contributions 

to WWI: 
Military 

Bases 

Ø Georgia provided more 
military training camps 
than any other state:

lFort McPherson

lCamp Benning

lCamp Gordon 

lCamp Stewart
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What types of training and 
support did Georgia’s bases 
provide? 
q Trained medical personnel
q Transportation units
q Engineers
q Trained pilots
q Held prisoners of war
q Treated thousands of soldiers in its 

hospitals

How do military bases 
support the local economy? 
q Creation of jobs
q Military employees spend their wages on 

local goods and services 
q States and communities also benefit from 

defense contracts with private companies 
for equipment, supplies, construction and 
various services such as health care and 
information technology.



“Ya better sell 
your old 
machines 'cause
when I'm 
through with 
your cotton
you can't even 
buy gasoline…” 





Boll Weevil
• The boll weevil is an insect 

whose larva feeds on the 
cotton plant.

• Due to the destruction 
caused by the boll weevil, 
Georgia cotton farmers 
went from producing 5.2 
million acres of cotton in 
1914 to 2.6 million acres in 
1923.



• Migrated from 
Mexico

• Infested cotton 
growing areas in 
the 1920s

CAUSE

• Beetle
• Feeds on cotton
• Agricultural pest

BOLL WEEVIL • Destroyed cotton crops 
decreasing production

• Sharecroppers, tenant 
farmers, and African 
Americans lost their 
jobs, some moved north

• Helped diversify 
agriculture

• Cotton no longer the 
primary crop

EFFECT



Drought
• In addition to the damage 

caused by the boll weevil, 
Georgia farmers suffered 
through another natural 
disaster in the 1920s and 
1930s: drought. 

• The worst droughts in 
Georgia history were from 
1924-1927 and 1930-1935.



• Lack of rainfall 
over extended 
period of time

DROUGHT

• Food shortage
• Farmers went into debt
• Farmers (sharecroppers) 

move to urban areas
• Agricultural-related 

businesses struggle
• Georgia was in an economic 

depression before the rest 
of the country.

EFFECT

1924-1927  DROUGHT  IN  GEORGIA


