
Which New Deal Program? 
1. Julian is a young man of 18. He lives on a farm as part of a large family. His family needs financial help. Julian 

likes to be outside and enjoys being in or around the forests more than in the fields. He is willing to leave home 
and send his money back to his parents each month. Which program might best fit Julian’s needs and interests?

▪ CCC

2. Walter has worked all his life. He is now quite old and last year he fell off a tractor and can no longer do any type 
work. He is worried about his remaining years and how he and his elderly wife will pay their bills. Walter should 
look into the benefits of which program?

▪ SSA

3. Thank goodness President Roosevelt comes to Georgia often. He has seen how hard it is for rural Georgians to 
live without electrical power. Laura’s farmhouse now has electricity thanks to which program?

▪ REA 

4. Ethel received a letter today from her son who is in a nearby state living in a camp with his fellow workers. They 
are helping the government build roads and fire prevention stations. In which program does her son 
participate?

▪ CCC

5. Farmer King is selling more of the milk from his cows and the produce from his garden. His major customer is 
now the federal government. They buy his products hoping to help him get his farm income back up to the point 
it was during WWI. Farmer King say, “Thank goodness for the ___________________ program. 

▪ AAA



SS8H8 Analyze Georgia’s 
participation in important events 
that occurred from World War I 
through the Great Depression.

C. Describe Eugene Talmadge’s 
opposition to the New Deal 
Programs.





Timeline

• 1920 and 1922
• Unsuccessfully campaigned for the Georgia 

General Assembly 

• 1926 – 1930 
• Held the position as Agriculture Commissioner

• 1932 and 1934
• Elected governor of Georgia 

• 1940
• Elected governor of Georgia for the THIRD time

• 1946 
• Elected governor of Georgia for the FOURTH 

time



Talmadge was a controversial political 
figure and a known white supremacist. 

How was he able to win elections? 

• Having earned the trust of 
farmers as state 
agriculture commissioner 
and his claim to be “a real 
dirt farmer” himself, 
Talmadge courted rural 
voters through lively 
political rallies in small 
towns and countryside.

• His white-supremacist, 
pro-evangelical, and anti-
corporate tirades had 
great grassroots appeal 
and earned him the long-
term loyalty with rural 
voters.



What was Talmadge's 
political platform? 

• Advocate for farmers 
and the common man

• Balance the state’s 
budget

• Lower utility rates

• Reduce the price of 
auto tags 

• Reorganize the state 
highway board 



What decisions did Talmadge make 
that hurt Georgia? 

• Opposed federal programs calling for 
greater government spending and 
economic regulations.

• He fought against Roosevelt’s New Deal 
policies, especially those that aided 
African Americans.

• Opposed new minimum wage 
requirements because they would hurt 
private enterprise; said that they would 
threaten white supremacy by giving blacks 
equal pay with whites.



What was 
Georgia’s 
voters 
reaction to 
Talmadge’s 
opposition to 
the New 
Deal?

• Many Georgia voters appreciated the 
help FDR was giving them.

• After Talmadge vetoed Social Security 
retirement benefits and 
unemployment insurance for Georgia, 
there was a backlash against 
Talmadge.

• Georgia voters believed that federal 
funding from New Deal programs 
benefited the state (health facilities, 
highway construction, and rural 
electrification).



FDR’s Ties to 
Georgia

In 1921, FDR contracted polio.

In 1924, FDR learned of the potential curative qualities 
of the waters at Warm Springs, Georgia, which began a 
years-long relationship with Warm Springs and the state 
of Georgia.

As a result of his time spent in rural Georgia, FDR 
witnessed first-hand the poverty in the state.

FDR paid four times as much for power to his home in 
Georgia than he did in his Hyde Park Community in New York.

As president, he created AAA and REA, which were 
clearly impacted by his association with rural Geogia. 




