
THE NEW DEAL



The New Deal Programs

❑Relief (direct help for the 
unemployed and poor)

❑Recovery (bringing the 
economy back up to normal 
levels)

❑Reform (changes so that 
such a crisis could not 
happen again)



CCC: Civilian Conservation 
Corps



CCC: Civilian Conservation Corps

❑The objective of the CCC was to recruit 
unemployed men for forestry, erosion control, 
flood prevention, and parks development.

❑There were more than 125 CCC camps in Georgia.
❑The CCC’s impact on Georgia:
❑Constructed roads and trails
❑Two state parks (Indian Springs and Vogel)
❑Chattahoochee National Forest
❑Appalachian Trail
❑Facilities in the Okefenokee Swamp



AAA:  Agricultural Adjustment Act 



AAA: Agricultural Adjustment Act

❑Because many agricultural 
products has been 
overproduced (including 
cotton and peanuts), the AAA 
was passed to pay farmers 
subsidies in order to NOT
grown certain products, 
restrict supply, and drive 
prices up.



REA: Rural Electrification 
Administration



REA: Rural Electrification 
Administration

❑The REA offered low-
interest loans to 
organizations to build power 
lines in rural areas.

❑In 1935, only 3% of Georgia’s 
farms had power.

❑By 1950, over 90% of 
Georgia farms had electricity.



SSA: Social Security Administration



SSA: Social Security Administration

❑The SSA was signed into law by FDR on August 14, 1935.

❑The SSA provided economic security for millions of 
Americans (the elderly, disabled, and unemployed).

❑Pay as you go – funded evenly by workers and employers.  
SSA tax is 12.4% of a worker’s earnings- half is taken from 
employee paychecks and half is paid by the employer.

❑Over time, the SSA expanded to operate nearly a dozen 
social welfare programs, including Medicare, Medicaid, and 
Supplemental Security Income Program. 



GEORGIA’S THOUGHTS ON 
FDR AND THE NEW DEAL



FDR’s Ties to Georgia

❑In 1921, FDR contracted polio.

❑In 1924, FDR learned of the potential curative qualities of 
the waters at Warm Springs, Georgia, which began a years-
long relationship with Warm Springs and the state of 
Georgia.

❑As a result of his time spent in rural Georgia, FDR witnesses 
first-hand the poverty in the state.

❑FDR paid four times as much for power to his home in 
Georgia than he did in his Hyde Park Community in New York.

❑As president, he created AAA and REA, which were clearly 
impacted by his association with rural Georgia.





Final Thoughts on FDR
POSITIVES

❑Georgians gave him enthusiastic support during his 1932 
Presidential campaign.

❑Received support in his reelection from farmers, factory workers, 
southern whites, and intellectuals.

❑African Americans from the North, where they had voting rights, 
supported Roosevelt despite being a Democrat.  

NEGATIVES

❑Some worried the national government might become too 
powerful and people too dependent.

❑Many southern states did not like the expansion of the 
government providing for poor citizens.

❑His wife and black leaders felt he could do more about 
segregation and civil rights.



Georgia’s Response to the New Deal 

❑Georgians supported programs that helped farmers.

❑Many of Georgia’s white leaders feared the New Deal 
would change white supremacy and bring more 
equality. 

❑New Deal programs modernized farming and 
improved transportation.

❑Many southerners opposed the Fair Labor Standards 
for fear the minimum wage would be the same for 
everyone—whites and blacks. 



Eugene 
Talmadge



Timeline

• 1920 and 1922

• Unsuccessfully campaigned for the Georgia General 
Assembly 

• 1926 – 1930 

• Held the position as Agriculture Commissioner

• 1932 and 1934

• Elected governor of Georgia 

• 1940

• Elected governor of Georgia for the THIRD time

• 1946 

• Elected governor of Georgia for the FOURTH time





Talmadge was a controversial political 
figure and a known white supremacist.

How was he able to win elections? 

❑Due to his support for 
farmers, he gained a great 
deal of support from rural 
communities.  

❑His white-supremacist, pro-
evangelical, anti-corporate 
tirades had grassroots 
appeal and earned him the 
long-term loyalty with rural 
voters.



What decisions did Talmadge make that 
hurt the state of Georgia? 

❑He fought against Roosevelt’s 
New Deal policies, especially 
those that aided African 
Americans.

❑He opposed new minimum 
wage requirements because they 
would hurt private enterprise; 
said that it would threaten white 
supremacy by giving blacks equal 
pay with whites.



Talmadge’s Opposition 
to the New Deal 

❑Relief should come from private 
agencies 

❑Keep everyone in their proper place 
in society 

❑Cost too much money 

❑Would take away white supremacy 

❑Too much federal involvement in 
state affairs

❑Opposition hurt farmers and the 
SSA wasn’t implemented until he 
was out of office.


