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World War II and Georgia 
WebQuest

Look at the poster picture about Pearl Harbor. 
What do you think the quote means?  What 
famous speech is it from?

• It means that the sailors that died at Pearl Harbor didn’t die for no 
reason, that their deaths would be avenged.

• It is from the Gettysburg Address.

Explain why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor?  What 
were they trying to do? (Use prior knowledge)

• Japan wanted to destroy the U.S. 
Navy in the Pacific Ocean

• Japan wanted to take control of 
the Pacific Ocean for recourses

What were Liberty Ships used for?  How did 
these ships help the Allies win the war?

• Liberty ships were used to ship 
cargo and supplies

• They brought war supplies to 
Europe, where the Allies were 
fighting the Germans.

How did Carl Vinson’s work in Congress impact the 
size of the U.S. Navy?

• He helped increase the number 
of ships in the Navy.

• He wanted a large Navy to 
protect the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans.

3. What famous statement did President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt make about the attack on Pearl 
Harbor?

• “it would be a day that lives in 
infamy”
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Explain how WWII helped the Georgia 
economy?
• Young men signed up for the 

military (got paid)
• New military bases and factories 

were built (which needed 
employees)

• Shipyards got new government 
contracts (which required 
employees)

8. A.) What was the economy in Marietta based on 
before the Bell Bomber Plant was built?  B.) What 
did it look like afterwards?

• A.) Marietta was a rural farming (mostly cotton) community.
• B.) The factory brought factory jobs and was the biggest job provider 

in Cobb County.

12. What was the impact of Richard B. 
Russell’s service in the U.S. Senate? 
• Naval Affairs Committee
• Military Affairs Committee
• Joint Committee of Atomic 

Energy
• Central Intelligence Agency 

Oversight Committee
• Aeronautical and Space Sciences 

Committee

How would you describe America’s 
involvement in WWII before Pearl Harbor? 
• America did not fight against the 

Germans
• American sold supplies to allies, 

like Great Britain.
• Isolationism

7. What role did Fort McPherson play in 
WWII?
• Fort McPherson was a major 

induction (basic training) center 
for new soldiers

What type of aircraft was built at the Bell 
Aircraft Marietta plant? 
• B-29 Superfortress
• Most advanced bomber of 

World War II
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What does having a military base nearby help the 
community?

• It provides jobs for people 
working at the base

• Soldiers and employees at the 
base go and spend money in the 
community.

A.) Describe how the Lend-Lease Act helped 
America’s allies, like the British? B.) How did the 
United States benefit?

• A.) America’s allies got supplies 
from the U.S. before America 
entered the war

• B.) The U.S. were able to use 
their allies’ military bases

What were the Savannah and Brunswick 
shipyards used for during WWII?

• Shipping cargo and supplies to Europe (mainly Great Britain).
• Trade

What Georgian is known as the “father of the 
two-ocean navy”? 
• Carl Vinson

How would you describe the role of Georgia in 
WWII?  Was it similar to Georgia’s role in WWI?

• Georgia was one of the main training centers of WWII.
• Georgia’s shipyards built ships to help the war effort. (16,000 

workers)
• Bell Bomber Plant (28,000) workers
• Many of the camps used during World War II were built during World 

War I.
• Georgia was also a main training center during World War I.
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